
 
BREEDING OF DOGS ACTS 1973/1991 
BREEDING AND SALE OF DOGS (WELFARE) ACT 1999 
 
 
The licensed keeper of a Dog Breeding/Rearing Establishment shall ensure:- 
 

1. that the dogs are at all times be kept in accommodation suitable as 
respects construction, size of quarters, number of occupants, 
exercising facilities, temperature, lighting, ventilation and cleanliness; 

 
2. that the dogs are adequately supplied with suitable food, drink and 

bedding material, adequately exercised and visited at suitable intervals; 
 

3. that all reasonable precautions are taken to prevent and control the 
spread among dogs of any infectious or contagious diseases; 

 
4. that appropriate steps are taken for the protection of the dogs in the 

event of fire or other emergency; 
 

5. that all appropriate steps are taken to secure that the dogs will be 
provided with suitable food, drink and bedding material and adequately 
exercised when being transported to or from the licensed 
establishment. 

 
6. that bitches are not mated if they are less than one year old; 

 
7. that bitches do not give birth to more than six litters of puppies each; 

 
8. that bitches do not give birth to puppies before the end of the period of 

twelve months beginning with the day on which they last gave birth to 
puppies; 

 
9. that detailed records are kept covering all aspects concerning the 

health and welfare of the dogs, as specified by and to the satisfaction 
of the Veterinary Surgeon appointed by the Licensing Authority. 

 
 
NOTES 
 
The Licensing Authority may amend the above conditions as and when they 
deem necessary. 
 
The licence shall remain in force for a period of one year beginning with the 
day on which it comes into force. Application for renewal of the licence, 
accompanied by the requisite fee, should be made on the appropriate form at 
least four weeks before the date of expiry of the licence. 
 



Any person aggrieved by any condition subject to which a licence is granted 
may appeal to the Sheriff and the Sheriff may on such appeal give such 
directions with respect to the conditions as he thinks proper. 
 
In the event of the death of a person keeping a breeding or rearing 
establishment for dogs at any premises under the authority of a licence 
granted by the licensing authority, the licence shall be deemed to have been 
granted to his personal representative in respect of those premises and shall 
remain in force until the end of the period of three months from the date of the 
death and shall then expire. The licensing authority may however, on the 
application of that representative, extend or further extend the said period of 
three months, if they are satisfied that the extension is necessary for the 
purpose of winding up the deceased’s estate and that no other circumstances 
make it undesirable. 
 
The licensing authority must be advised immediately of any proposed 
changes in the circumstances relating to the licence holder or the premises. 
(e.g. alterations or additions to the premises or an increase in the number of 
dogs to be catered for) 
 
Any person who requires to and fails to apply for a licence in terms of the Acts 
shall be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding three months or a fine not exceeding level four on the standard 
scale or to both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


