
 SPECIAL  MEETING OF EAST AYRSHIRE LICENSING BOARD 

 

 

 

Minute of a special meeting of East Ayrshire Licensing Board held within The Council 

Chambers, Council HQ, London Road, Kilmarnock on Wednesday 27 November 2013 at 3.10pm 

 

 

SEDERUNT : Councillor T Cook (Chair), Councillor J Campbell, Councillor L Jones, 

Councillor A Hershaw and Councillor H Ross. 

 

ATTENDING : Mr S McCall (Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board), Mr I Hiles and Mrs C 

McEwan (Licensing Standards Officer) and Mrs P Duncan and Ms S Duncan 

(Licensing Board Administrators).  

 

APOLOGIES  : Councillor J Buchanan, Councillor J Knapp, Councillor G Mair, Councillor J 

McGhee and Councillor M Pirie. 

 

 

 

1.  SEDERUNT 

 

  Noted. 

 

 

2. APPLICATIONS 

 

   Applications considered under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 – Appendix I. 

 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting ended at 3.55pm
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Appendix I 

 

LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT, 2005                          

 

Schedule 1, paragraph 10(1) allows the grant of an occasional application to be delegated, but it may 

not be granted by the Clerk where there is a notice of objection or representations or a notice from the 

Chief Constable recommending refusal. 

 

In respect of the undernoted occasional licence applications a notice of objection has been received 

from neighbours of the Community Interest Training Theatre.  A copy of the applications and the 

notice of objection have been attached herewith. 

 

APPLICATION FOR OCCASIONAL LICENCE 

 

James Carr Community Interest Training Theatre and 

Apartment 40 adjoining Marquee 

Barclay House 11-13 James Little Street 

West Langland Street  Kilmarnock 

Kilmarnock  

(Personal Licence No: EA/PL/1267/13)  

 

Details of the occasional licence (OL 111/13):- 

 

Friday 29 and Saturday 30 November 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 1 December 2013 12 Noon to 10.00pm 

Monday 2 – Thursday 5 December 2013 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

Friday 6 and Saturday 7 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 8 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Monday 9 – Thursday 12 December 2013 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

 

Variety of seasonal events. 

 

The Occasional licence is being sought to enhance the theatre experience for members of the public 

who are attending events. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

APPLICATION FOR OCCASIONAL LICENCE 

 

Francis Frew Community Interest Training Theatre and 

72 Todhill Avenue adjoining Marquee 

Onthank 11-13 James Little Street 

Kilmarnock Kilmarnock 

(Personal Licence No: EA/PL/1102/12) 

 

Details of the occasional licence (OL 1114/13):- 

 

Friday 13 and Saturday 14 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 15 December 2013 12 Noon to 10.00pm 

Monday 16 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Tuesday 17 - Thursday 19 December 2013 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

Friday 20 and Saturday 21 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 22 December 2013 12 Noon to 10.00pm 

Monday 23 – Thursday 26 December 2013 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

 

 



 

 

 

3 

Variety of seasonal events. 

 

The Occasional licence is being sought to enhance the theatre experience for members of the public 

who are attending events. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

APPLICATION FOR OCCASIONAL LICENCE 
 

James Carr Community Interest Training Theatre and 

Apartment 40 adjoining Marquee 

Barclay House 11-13 James Little Street 

West Langland Street  Kilmarnock 

Kilmarnock  

(Personal Licence No: EA/PL/1267/13)  

 

Details of the occasional licence (OL 1115/13):- 

 

Friday 27 and Saturday 28 December 2013 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 29 December 2013 12 Noon to 10.00pm 

Monday 30 December 2013 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

Tuesday 31 December 2013 12 Noon to 2.00am 

Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 January 2014 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

Friday 3 and Saturday 4 January 2014 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Sunday 5 January 2014 12 Noon to 10.00pm 

Monday 6 – Thursday 9 January 2014 12 Noon to 11.00pm 

 

Variety of seasonal events. 

 

The Occasional licence is being sought to enhance the theatre experience for members of the public 

who are attending events. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Mr and Mrs Walker were present at the Licensing Board meeting to speak in support their 

objection. 

 

Paul Mathieson and Kim Black were present at the meeting to represent Centrestage Music 

Theatre. 

 

The Depute Clerk explained the Hearing procedure for both the objectors and the applicant. 

 

The Depute Clerk advised that Centrestage had made the following amendments to the 

applications lodged:- 

 

Sunday 8 December 2013 amended from 12 Noon until 12 Midnight to 12 Noon until 10pm. 

Monday 16 December 2013 amended from 12 Noon until 12 Midnight to 12 Noon until 11pm. 

23, 24, 25 & 26 December 2013 to be deleted from the application. 

1, 2 & 3 January 2014 to be deleted from the application. 

 

As the amendments made appeared to address the majority of the issues in the letter of 

objection, the Depute Clerk asked if Mr & Mrs Walker could confirm that the only matter 

remaining to be addressed was the request to open from 12 noon until 2am on 31 December 2013.   

Mr & Mrs Walker confirm that this was the only matter to be addressed. 

 



 

 

 

4 

Mrs Walker reminded Members that at a meeting of the Board on 26 July 2013, the Board 

agreed that the times for the sale of alcohol at Centrestage would be restricted to 10.00pm on 

Sundays, 11pm on Mondays to Thursdays and 12 Midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, the use of 

the outdoor area for the consumption of alcohol to be restricted to 9pm and the occupant 

capacity for the marquee not to exceed 60 persons at any one time.   Mrs Walker stated that she 

had taken comfort from the fact that the trading hours had been curtailed. 

 

Mrs Walker thanked Centrestage for the amendments made to the applications and stated that 

the only issue remaining was the event at Hogmanay until 2am.  She advised that noise from the 

premises was a continuing problem and asked what measures would be put in place to limit noise 

from the premises at the Hogmanay event and how the event would be managed. 

 

Mrs Walker explained that she lived next to the premises and that her bedroom was to the rear 

and adjacent to the marquee at Centrestage.   As a result both her and her husband suffered 

from the noise from the premises more that their neighbours who had front facing bedrooms. 

 

Mrs Walker asked if there was a designated smoking area near the premises as she no longer felt 

comfortable using her garden when staff from the premises were outside smoking. 

 

Mrs Walker advised that Community Police Officer P.C. Cadona had made contact with them at 

the request of Centrestage and had suggested mediation, which had been accepted, however no 

contact had been made to meet to discuss the issues. 

 

Mrs Walker continued that she had been housebound for four months to recover from surgery, 

however the ongoing problems had resulted in her being put on medication by her G.P. for 

stress. 

 

Mrs Walker stated that the main problem was that the marquee was too close to her premises 

and suggested that the marquee be soundproofed or moved back to the original location. 

 

Mrs Walker concluded by referring to the Human Rights Act 1998, stating that both she and her 

husband had the right of private life and that if Centrestage fully complied with the terms of 

East Ayrshire Licensing Board’s Policy Statement there would be no need to meet again. 

 

Neither Mr Mathieson nor Ms Black had any questions for Mr or Mrs Walker. 

 

Mr Mathieson advised that the ‘Hearty Hogmanay’ event was a ticketed event which included 

hot food with live entertainment.  A licence until 2am was required to allow those attending to 

celebrate the coming of the New Year.  He advised that proof of age was requested, that a 

database was kept and that even the band was required to sign in.   As the event was a family 

event, there would also be a kids zone.    Although the occupant capacity of the marquee was 60 

persons, the marquee was set up with only 50 seats.   He advised that there would be table service 

at the event and that the marquee area would be used only for the hot buffet. 

 

Mr Mathieson advised that the designated smoking area was immediately outside the main door 

and that no alcohol would be taken outside. 

 

Referring to the operation of the premises, Mr Mathieson advised that in 2012 40% of the 

turnover was from the sale of alcohol and 38% from the sale of food.     

 

Mr Walker asked what Mr Mathieson intended to do about the ongoing noise issues. 

 

The Depute Clerk reminded Mr & Mrs Walker that this hearing was in respect of an occasional 

licence application and that many of the issues raise were more relevant to the premises licence 

application.   He advised that the premises licence application was submitted some months ago, 
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however there were matters relating to car park area holding up consideration of the 

application.  It was hoped that the application would be before the Board in early course when 

these points could be addressed. 

 

Mrs Walker asked how Mr Mathieson intended to address the noise issues at the Hogmanay 

event.    She stressed that she did not want to affect the operating of the business but that there 

must be some middle ground. 

 

Mr Mathieson stated that insulating the marquee would be difficult due to costs, however he had 

tried to put measures in place to reduce noise.  Notices would be put up asking customers to 

respect neighbours, volunteers would steward the event, there would be no live music in the 

marquee and the number of people in the marquee for the buffet would be limited.   He stressed 

that people would be naturally happy at such an event and that there would be a count down for 

the New Year. 

 

Mr Walker stressed that there was a problem with noise due to the marquee and he felt that 

consideration should be given to sound proofing. 

 

The Depute Clerk reported that since July 2013 the Out of Hours Noise Team had received four 

complaints regarding noise from the premises:- 

 

On 13 July 2013 at 7.20pm the premises were visited but no noise was witnessed.  The 

complainant was advised to call again when noise was present. 

 

Again on 13 July 2013 at 10.35pm a call was received, however Officers unable to attend. 

 

On 27 July 2013 at 10.43pm the premises were visited when loud voices from the street (4 -10 

patrons of Centrestage) could be heard in the complainant’s bedroom.  Shouting and clapping 

(50+ people) were witnessed leaving the venue.  The police visited the premises at midnight. 

 

On 11 October 2013 at 10.40pm the premises were visited.  Music noise from marquee at the 

front of the premises had stopped as Police had already visited premises. 

 

Mr Mathieson stressed that Centrestage do not advertise as a bar and had no passing trade. 

 

The Depute Clerk asked what the implications would be for Centrestage if the occasional licence 

was not granted. 

 

Mr Mathieson advised that 168 people would be attending the event and that the live 

entertainment had been arranged.   If the licence was refused, the event would continue only no 

alcohol would be sold. 

 

Councillor Jones commented that the noise issues would remain whether the licence was granted 

or not. 

 

There being no further questions all parties were given the opportunity to sum up. 

 

Mrs Walker stressed that she did not want Centrestage to stop operating, only that the noise 

issues would be addressed. 

 

Mr Mathieson submitted that he was not happy with the disputes and that every effort would be 

made to resolve the issues. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the matter. 
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Upon returning the Chair submitted that the noise issues were not relevant to this application 

and moved that the application, as amended by the applicant, be granted.    This was seconded 

by Councillor Hershaw.   The Board agreed unanimously. 

 

The Depute Clerk stated that every effort would be made to move on the premises licence 

application for consideration by the Board when all the above matters could be dealt with. 

 

 


