
EAST AYRSHIRE LICENSING BOARD 
 

 

Minute of the joint meeting of East Ayrshire Licensing Board and East Ayrshire Local 

Licensing Forum held on Tuesday 11 December 2012 at 10.30am 

 

 

SEDERUNT : Councillor T Cook (Chair), Councillor J Buchanan, Councillor J Campbell, 

Councillor J McGhee and Councillor H Ross, Mrs C McEwan and Mr I Hiles 

(Licensing Standards Officers), Sergeant D McIntosh (Strathclyde Police), 

Mr S Wilson (Resident), David Little (Licence Holder), Mr M Sinforiani 

(Licence Holder), Mr E Brown (Chair of East Ayrshire Local Licensing 

Forum), Ms N Sarwar (Licence Holder), Margaret Gardiner (Senior 

Practitioner CLD), Mr L Wells (ADP Co-ordinator), Carlo Gibbs (Wine and 

Spirit Trade Association) and Ms S Wilson (NHS Ayrshire and Arran) 

 

ATTENDING:  Mr S McCall (Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board), Mrs P Duncan and Ms 

S Gillies (Licensing Board Administrators), Mrs L Young (Administrative 

Officer) and Ms L Thomson (Solicitor) 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor L Jones, Councillor J Knapp, Councillor G Mair, Councillor J 

McGhee, Councillor M Pirie and Councillor S Primrose 

 

1. SEDERUNT 

 

 Noted.  

 

2. LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICERS ACTIVITY 

  

The Depute Clerk provided a full update on the activities carried out by the Licensing 

Standards Officers from January of this year, including the number of inspections carried out 

and the problems incurred by the Officers when carrying out inspections, the number of 

compliance notices issued and the changes in legislation since the implementation of the 

Alcohol Etc (Scotland) Act 2010. 

 

The Depute Clerk reminded Board and Forum Members that the Licensing Section also issued 

Licences in relation to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and advised that the current 

Enforcement Officer was due to retire next year and that the Licensing Standards Officers will 

be taking over this role. The LSOs will also be involved with initiatives relating to the 

Smoking, Health and Social Care (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Environmental Protection Act 

1990, which involves working alongside Environmental Health Officers in issuing fixed 

Penalty Notices to members of the public who have been involved in littering or smoking in 

public places. 

 

The Depute Clerk advised that in respect of annual fees due by premises licence holders, all 

annual fees had been paid for this financial year.  He further advised that East Ayrshire 

Licensing Board had continued to keep the annual fee at 80% of the maximum fee applicable, 

unlike the majority of Licensing Boards in Scotland who charge the maximum annual fee.  He 

pointed out that the Board may have to increase the annual fee in the future and that nationally 

the fee for an occasional licence was being discussed as the amount charged did not reflect the 

amount of administrative work required for each application. 

 

The Depute Clerk reported that numerous reviews had been reported to the Licensing Board 

and that Board Members had suspended premises licences, varied their conditions or taken 

other appropriate action when deemed necessary.  The Depute Clerk also reported that 

throughout the country Review Hearing decisions were being appealed to the Court of Session 
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and as the outcome of these appeals were being reported these would have an impact on the 

advice given to Board Members in dealing with future Reviews.  The Depute Clerk confirmed 

that he kept up to date on all Court of Session decisions and passed this information to the 

Licensing Staff. 

 

The Chair thanked the Licensing Standards Officers for their continuing work. 

 

Mr Brown, Chair of East Ayshire Licensing Forum, pointed out that perhaps other local 

authorities hadn’t carried out an initial analysis of appropriate licensing fees and hoped that 

East Ayrshire Licensing Board would continue to support the licensed trade. 

 

The Depute Clerk confirmed that he met with Legal Services financial manager on a regular 

basis and assured Members that licensing income was dealt with separately. 

 

3. PRESENTATION 

 

 Linda Bowie of Alcohol Focus Scotland delivered a presentation on the background to 

Licensing Forums, what their role was and how it could support the work of the Licensing 

Board and thereafter a full discussion took place. 

 

The meeting ended at 12.15pm 


