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EAST AYRSHIRE LICENSING BOARD 
 

 

Minute of the joint meeting of East Ayrshire Licensing Board and East Ayrshire Local 

Licensing Forum held on Tuesday 8 November 2011 at 11.00am 

 

 

SEDERUNT : Councillor J Buchanan, Councillor J Campbell, Councillor H Coffey, 

Councillor R Cunninghame and Councillor H Ross, Mrs C McEwan 

and Mr I Hiles (Licensing Standards Officers), Ms S Wilson (NHS 

Ayrshire and Arran), Mr L Wells (Social Work – Children & 

Families), Mr E Brown (British Institute of Inkeepers), David Little 

(Resident), Mr M Sinforiani (Licence Holder), Ms N Sarwar (Licence 

Holder), Mr S Wilson (Resident)  

 

ATTENDING:  Mr S McCall (Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board), Mrs P Duncan 

and Ms S Gillies (Licensing Board Administrators), Ms S McHarg 

(Administrative Officer), Ms L Thomson (Solicitor) and Ms S Collins 

(Trainee Solicitor). 

 

APOLOGIES:   Councillor G Cree, Councillor E Dinwoodie, Councillor J McGhee, 

Councillor N McGhee and Councillor J MacKay. 

 

 

 

1.  SEDERUNT 

 

 Noted. 

 

 

2. LICENSING UPDATE 

 

 The Depute Clerk advised of some of the recent changes to the Licensing 

 (Scotland) Act 2005 with the implementation of the Criminal Justice and 

 Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Alcohol Etc. (Scotland) Act 2010.    

 

 The main changes discussed in terms of the Criminal Justice And Licensing 

 (Scotland) Act 2010 were :- 

 

• Anti-social Behaviour Reports and Objections (Section 22)   

• Police Powers (Schedule 6)  

• Interested Parties or Connected Persons (Section 40A 

• Fast Track Occasional Licences & Extensions to Licensed Hours (Section 69)  

• Extended Hours (Section 70A)  

• Sale of Alcohol to Trade (Section 117 

• Personal Licences (Section 74)  

• Police Reporting of Behaviour Inconsistent with Licensing Objectives (Section 

 84A) 

• Vicarious Liability (Sections 141A and 141B)  

 

 

 The main changes discussed in terms of the Alcohol Etc. (Scotland) Act 2010 

 were:- 
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• Irresponsible Promotions 

• Minimum Price of Packages Containing More Than One Alcoholic Product   

• Promotions  

• Price Change Time Limits  

• Age Verification Policy  

• Power to Attach New Conditions (Section 27A)  

• Consultation etc. of Health Boards (Section 6)  

• Occasional Licences : Limits on Numbers & Duration of Licences (Section 56)  

• The Social Responsibility Levy  

  

 

3. ALCOHOL (MINIMUM PRICING) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

 

 The Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board provided an update on the Alcohol 

 (Minimum Pricing) (Scotland) Bill which was introduced in the Scottish Parliament 

 on 31 October 2011. 

He advised that the main purpose of the Bill was to introduce a minimum price of 

alcohol below which alcohol must not be sold on licensed premises. The minimum 

price would be set according to the strength of the alcohol, the volume of the 

alcohol and the minimum price per unit.    He stated that Scottish Ministers perceive 

that the introduction of a minimum price at which alcohol could be sold would 

reduce the consumption of alcohol by harmful drinkers and hence reduce alcohol 

related harm.      

The Depute Clerk advised that the Scottish Parliament’s Health and Sport 

Committee, on 1 November 2011, invited evidence from individuals as well as from 

organisations and professional bodies, with a request that this evidence be submitted 

by Monday 12 December 2011.    The Committee invited views on all aspects of the 

Bill and responses should address the undernoted points:- 

 

• The advantages and disadvantages of establishing a minimum alcohol sales 

price based on a unit of alcohol. 

 

• The level at which such a proposed minimum price should be set and the 

justification for that level. 

 

• Any other aspects of the Bill. 

 

The Depute Clerk advised that a full discussion had taken place at the Board 

meeting which had taken place prior to the joint meeting with the Forum and that 

East Ayrshire Licensing Board supported the concept of minimum pricing and were 

in agreement that any minimum price determined should be no less than 45p.  He 

stated that the Board were of the view that the introduction of a minimum alcohol 

sales price based on a unit of alcohol would address some of the issues that currently 

existing relating to Scotland’s relationship with alcohol. 

The Depute Clerk advised that, if the Forum were in agreement with the Board’s 

view, then he would be happy to lodge a joint response to the consultation, 

although, as a separate legal entity, the Forum could submit their own response.    

Members of the Forum agreed to have a discussion regarding minimum pricing at 

the end of the meeting, with a view to lodging a response to the consultation. 
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4. LICENSING STANDARDS OFFICERS ACTIVITY 

 
Mrs McEwan provided a full update on the activities carried out by the Licensing 

Standards Officers from January of this year, including the number of inspections 

carried out and the problems incurred by the Officers when carrying out inspections. 

 

Mrs McEwan stated that the LSO’s have continued to build and maintain a good 

relationship with licence holders within East Ayrshire and provide information and 

guidance when required.   She advised that the LSO’s would continue to adopt a pro-

active approach and deal with complaints and matters of non-compliance efficiently. 

 

Both Members of the Board and Members of the Form commended the LSO’s on the 

excellent work carried out by them. 

 

   


