Cumnock Living
A SPECIAL PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, LEARN AND ENJOY

twenty places you have to know about
in Cumnock and the surrounding area
Auchinleck House, Auchinleck
One of the finest 18th century mansions in Scotland built by Alexander
Boswell, father of the famous writer James Boswell. The Landmark
Trust who rent the house out to parties of up to 13 people restored
Auchinleck House to its former glory. Continuing the literary theme,
the nearby village of Ochiltree is the setting for George Douglas
Brown’s novel “The House with the Green Shutters”.
Baird Institute, Cumnock
Situated in Cumnock town centre this excellent museum boasts an
important collection of local arts and crafts, photographs and artefacts
charting the area’s mining industry.
Barony “A” Frame, by Auchinleck
Formally opened in January 2008 by H.R.H. The Prince Charles, Duke
of Rothesay the “B” listed freestanding mining structure is the last of
its kind in the UK. The ‘A’ Frame has now been restored to its former
glory and the site has a range of interpretive materials for visitors to
experience.
Burns House, Mauchline
Situated in the heart of picturesque Mauchline, the museum was the
first marital home of Robert Burns and Jean Armour. As well as being
devoted to the life of Scotland’s national poet, the
museum has exhibits on the village’s other claims
to fame such as curling stones and Mauchline Box
Ware.
Catrine Voes and Catrine Nature Reserve,
Catrine
Forming the key to the Catrine Environmental
Heritage Project, Catrine Voes is a network of
reservoirs designed to supply water to the former
cotton mill industry in the village. Now visitors can
spot breeding birds including grey wagtail,
kingfisher, dipper and spotted flycatcher in this
glorious location.
Craigengillan Estate, Dalmellington
Set in the rolling Southern Uplands, Craigengillan
is a captivating landscape with a fascinating
history including its founding family, the McAdams,
relatives of the famous road builder. New owner
Mark Gibson has lovingly restored the mansion
house and positively encourages public access.

to the testing fairways of Patna, from New Cumnock with its splendid
views, to the challenging ninth at Muirkirk.
Historic Old Town, Cumnock
Built in the 1860s, Old Cumnock Old Church in the Square dominates
the conservation area of this ancient town and mining settlement. The
square is also home to the famous Mercat Cross that dates back to
1509 and which was erected to establish Cumnock as an important
market town.
Junior football
This part of East Ayrshire boasts some of the strongest junior football
teams in the country. The derby games between Cumnock Juniors and
Auchinleck Talbot arouse passion that matches anything across the
footballing world. Other famous junior teams include Craigmark
Burntonians, Lugar Boswell Thistle, Glenafton Athletic and Muirkirk.
Kay Park, Kilmarnock
Soon to house the Burns Monument Centre, a high quality cultural,
heritage and genealogical resource, this Victorian park is one of the
best of Kilmarnock’s public spaces. With dramatic views over the
town, Kay Park is the site of Scotland’s biggest Bonfire Night firework
displays outside Glasgow.
Knockshinnoch Lagoons, New Cumnock
Once an industrial site, Knockshinnoch Lagoons is
now a Scottish Wildlife Trust reserve that is
enjoyed by walkers, botanists and bird watchers.
The lagoons are home to a variety of species such
as otters, water voles, herons and ducks.
Loch Doon, by Dalmellington
A stunning freshwater loch situated at the very
south of the area, Loch Doon presents a
magnificent backdrop for walks up East Ayrshire’s
most glorious hills. Located at the start of the
‘Galloway Forest’ route, other features of the Loch
Doon area are the remnants of the historic “School
of Aerial Gunnery” and the hydroelectric works.
Loudoun Castle Theme Park, Galston
Scotland’s best theme park offers great days out
for mums, dads, kids and grandparents alike.
Whether you like big dippers, waltzers or
candyfloss, you’ll find fun here.

Dean Castle and Country Park, Kilmarnock
A phenomenal medieval experience. Dean Castle is a wonderfully wellpreserved Keep with surrounding buildings set in beautifully manicured
gardens and a country park extending to more than 480 acres.

Muirkirk Audio Tour, Muirkirk
This mining village had a major role in the history of the Covenanters
“Tar McAdam” pioneered road surfacing here, and it was the first town
in Britain to have gas lighting. The self-guided Audio Tour assists you
to enjoy the sights, sounds and heritage of the village.

Doon Valley Museum, Dalmellington
The exhibitions and permanent displays in the museum illustrate the
social and industrial history of the Doon Valley, focusing heavily on
mining and how the industry has affected the local communities down
the years.

Palace Theatre and Grand Hall, Kilmarnock
The creative hub of East Ayrshire is housed in this category ‘A’ listed
converted seed market. This is where everything from opera
companies to pantomimes and even The Proclaimers come to perform.

Dumfries House and Estate, Cumnock
Saved for the nation by a consortium led by H.R.H. The Prince
Charles, Duke of Rothesay, Dumfries House is now open to the public
for the first time by pre-booking. This magnificent stately home is one
of the finest examples of Adam architecture, and boasts a world-class
collection of Chippendale furniture. It is proposed that as part of the
regeneration, Knockroon “eco village” will be developed nearby.
Great local golf courses
There is golf for all abilities from Ballochmyle’s slick undulating greens,

River Ayr Way, from Glenbuck
A unique opportunity for walkers to experience the most glorious
Ayrshire countryside on Scotland’s first source to sea walk. Starting at
Glenbuck the birthplace of legendary football manager Bill Shankley,
the path travels 44 miles to the sea at Ayr.
Visions Leisure Centre, Cumnock
Whether it is swimming, spa or the gym, the Visions Leisure Centre is
the place to go to workout or relax. Visions offer state-of-the-art
facilities catering for all ages.

cumnock
my hometown
BY GEORGE BURLEY
SCOTLAND NATIONAL
FOOTBALL TEAM COACH

THEY say that no matter how far you travel or
how long you spend living in different places,
you never lose sight of where you are from.
Where you were born and brought up, your
school, your family and friends all influence you
in such a way that no matter where life takes
you, you will only ever have one hometown. I
am lucky. My hometown is Cumnock.
For a football man like myself, being from an area that is steeped in
the game gave me a great head start in life. For many people
throughout Scotland and beyond, their only knowledge of Cumnock
and surrounding villages like Auchinleck comes from football. The
famous Junior teams have produced a sporting rivalry down through
the years to match even the Old Firm. However, to say that this part of
the world is only about football is to do it a massive dis-service.
Did you know that one of Scotland’s best long distance walks goes
through the area? Or that Robert Burns set up his first marital home in
Mauchline? And how many of you know that tarmac and gas lighting
were invented in Muirkirk?
There are lots of reasons why people should take a look at my old
stomping ground. Cumnock has always been a brilliant place to live,
work and bring up children. We have great schools, some wonderful
parks, shops and restaurants and are only a short drive to the sea.
Glasgow Prestwick airport is 30 minutes away. Glasgow itself is
almost as close by. So in many ways it’s a brilliant location.
I was really pleased when I was asked to write a few words for
Cumnock Living. It’s not often you get a chance to tell the world how
much the place that you were born and bred in - and where your
parents still live - means to you.
The area is now on the map as a tourist destination thanks to H.R.H.
The Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay saving Dumfries House for the
nation. Having grown up in Cumnock I’m really looking forward to
having a good look round the stately home over the coming years, as it
was always been a hidden gem. And everyone is really excited about
the Prince’s plans for the Knockroon eco-village that will bring new
houses, shops, jobs and tourists to the site between Cumnock and
Auchinleck.

There’s no denying that my part of Scotland has struggled in recent
years with the decline of coal mining. I’m confident that it is now really
finding a bright new identity thanks to initiatives like Dumfries House
and the plans for the regeneration of Cumnock town centre.
Coal mining was the life-blood of this area and none of us should ever
forget the hardships the miners endured to bring prosperity to the
area. That’s why the newly restored Barony “A” Frame near Auchinleck
is such an important landmark. Generations of school children from
Ayrshire and elsewhere can marvel at the engineering brilliance of the
last freestanding mining structure of its kind. Its restoration is a fitting
monument to the workers who died at the Barony pit and other mines.
Growing up I remember great places to play in the countryside around
Cumnock. Now there is Scotland’s first walk that takes you from
source to sea. If you decide to walk the River Ayr Way you even get
the chance to make a pilgrimage to Glenbuck the birthplace of Bill
Shankley. Walk all 44 miles and you’ll end up at Ayr, where I started
my managerial career.
But sport doesn’t start and end here with football. There are great golf
courses at Ballochmyle, Lochside, Patna and Muirkirk.
Other sports that are thriving in the area include rugby with Cumnock
RFC, which has an active senior and youth scene.
If all that makes you hungry you’re never far from good cooking.
Leading restaurant critic Ron MacKenna will guide you through the
best places to eat in his guide, taking in the brilliant Sorn Inn and the
Lochside House Hotel between Cumnock and New Cumnock. To me,
the greatest asset of any place is its people. The character and
determination of the people of Cumnock and across Ayrshire has given
them the strength to meet challenges head on. When I was growing
up, mining was still a way of life in this part of the world. When it
disappeared so quickly, Cumnock could have disappeared with it. That
would never be an option to the people round here - they care about
the old place far too much. That the area is growing again and is
looking to the future with confidence is a credit to the people who live
and work here - and is a clear message that this is a great place for
families and businesses to come to.
I am proud to be from Cumnock, it will always be my place. The
reaction of the people of the town when I was appointed manager of
our national football team was amazing. It showed me that the people
here take great pleasure in one of their own achieving success.
Now it’s time for the town to get some success of its own. It’s a great
place. It's my hometown.

personal

shopping
on your
doorstep

BY KATRINA TWEEDIE

THERE’S something different about shopping
in a small town, where the people make eye
contact, smile and say hello. The East Ayrshire
villages of Mauchline, Cumnock, Auchinleck
and New Cumnock may not be your typical
shopping trail but the individuality of the shops
and their personal service beat large shopping
venues hands down.
And with the distinct absence of the high street giants that often
dominate and turn towns into identikit clones, it’s a refreshing change
to see so many smaller, independent traders thriving.
Many Thanks in Mauchline is a typical example, where owner Carol
Speir will find out what you’re after and direct you to the perfect gift.
A farmer’s daughter and wife from Mauchline, Carol opened the shop
five years ago aiming to bring discerning shopping into the town who’s
most famous resident was Robert Burns.
Bang in the centre of Mauchline, she stocks an array of Scottish-made
items, but there’s not a whiff of shortbread-tin twee.
Little wonder the shop has become a favourite with locals and tourists
to the Burns House Museum next door.
Her Harris Tweed cushions, Quirky Cat jewellery or ceramics by
Angela Learoyd will appeal to all age groups.
A few miles down the road, en route to Auchinleck, you pass Catrine
House, a fabulous ice cream parlour, coffee and farm shop.

The Scandinavian style log house has a picturesque backdrop of the
River Ayr Way and children can run around safely outside.
The home made ice cream comes from their own pedigree Ayrshire
cows and a small range of delicious frozen foods to take home, like
chicken and tarragon or salmon pies, are items you’d normally only see
in a specialist deli’.
Just along the road at Auchinleck you can stock up on some of the
best authentic home baking for miles at The Wee Bakers in the Main
Street.
Further down the A76 you come to Cumnock, where independent
shops and boutiques prosper thanks to loyal customers and return
visitors.
Cumnock and its Glaisnock Shopping Centre is earmarked for a major
regeneration which will breathe new life into the historic market town.
But after 30 years many of the same shops remain in the precinct and
have outlasted their modern counterparts.
“Customers in small towns are extremely loyal,” says Marion Gilliland,
from Gilliland and Co in the centre of Cumnock, which specialises in
household hardware and more traditional gifts if you’re looking for
something special for a wedding, christening or birthday.
The Willow Tree figures remain a favourite for budding collectors and
she is only one of four Ayrshire retailers allowed to stock Coeur de
Lion jewellery, the stylish German brand launched in Britain this year.
Noticeably, there’s as much chatting as buying from her customers
browsing the displays.
“It’s the joys of shopping in a small town where everyone knows you,”
says Marion.
She also runs The Finishing Touch across the road, specialising in
scented candles and aromatherapy gifts.
Unlike the identikit large garden centres, The Timber Mills is more
personal and caters for DIY and gardening enthusiasts and has a small
café and flower shop, which sees steady business with brides at the
Lochside House Hotel up the road.

Ross Electrical, in the Glaisnock Centre is another long-term fixture in
the town, and has been trading for 31 years.
Part of the Euronics buying group, their prices are hugely competitive
and importantly they don’t charge for delivery and installation.
On many occasions owner Christopher Ross has returned to a
customer’s house several times if they have questions about a new
product or need help.
Fashion is covered with 0290, with ever-popular brands such as Diesel,
Miss Sixty and Firetrap, catering for both men and women although the
emphasis is predominantly on female fashion.
Next door, Kenny’s men’s and boys wear looks after the more
traditional market stocking staple items from suits to shirts, and hires
kilts out to customers across the whole of Ayrshire.
Knit One Kids Too ensures every generation is catered for within the
centre, with lovely designer baby and children’s wear and a large stock
of wool – it proves thankfully there are still traditionalists out there
knitting for their grandchildren.
Across the road from the centre, Serendipity offers the whole package,
including hats, jewellery and a small but well-chosen selection of lovely
underwear.
Showcasing labels such a B Young, Jensen and Pomodorro there’s
smart and casual pieces and owner Kay Gall also hires out evening and
ball gowns.
In an area famed for its junior football, its little surprise the town has a
number of sports shops. Renowned specialists The Boot Room and
Intersport’s Donsport supply a wide range of sporting equipment and
sportswear with friendly sales teams on hand with advice.
The personal service is also reflected a few miles away in New
Cumnock, where long-term family businesses still flourish.

The Pathhead Bakery remains something of an institution in the town,
famed for its pancakes and fresh baking.
Afton Glen Meats, the local butchers, is also a success story, with
almost all the meat coming from Castlemain Farm literally across the
road.
It is less food miles, than food metres for the beef, pork and lamb
produced by three generations of the Young family.
Owner Walter Young is one of the founding members of the Ayrshire
Farmers Market, and a passionate believer in local, traceable produce.
“You know you are getting a quality product that has been well
produced,” he says, his blackface sheep in the field behind him.
Clearly the dedication of these local traders is the reason customers
remain devoted but even outsiders are made to feel welcome in the
towns.

just
waiting
to be
enjoyed
BY LINDSAY McGARVIE

WE started one Sunday morning with kids to
amuse and dogs to walk, standing overlooking
the breathtaking scenery of Glenbuck Loch.
Glenbuck is not only the birthplace of the
legendary football manager Bill Shankley, and
home to a tranquil loch that is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest with fossilised fish, and
reported sitings of Osprey, it is also the start
of Scotland’s first source to sea walk.
Granted we were never going to manage all 44 miles of the River Ayr
Way in one day, but we did start an adventure in our own backyard
that is still ongoing.
There are amazing stories of super fit runners completing the route in
a matter of hours. But we have been using the walk as a way to get
some exercise and take in the natural, cultural and industrial heritage
that abounds around the towns and villages of Cumnock, Mauchline,
Muirkirk, Catrine and Auchinleck to name a few of the famous places
in the most easterly part of East Ayrshire.
The River Ayr Way has a great website that helps to plan walks that
can be as short as an hour, to a seven day itinerary with overnight
stops in fantastic little country house hotels like the much acclaimed
Sorn Inn and the cosy Stair Inn.
Some of the attractions are right on the River Ayr Way, others are just
a short drive from parking spots along it.
One of the highlights of any visit to the Cumnock area is Dumfries
House, one of Britain’s most magnificent and important stately homes.
Until recently it was one of the best-kept secrets, but now thanks to
H.R.H. The Prince Charles, Duke of Rothesay, it is open to the public
for the very first time.
The Duke of Rothesay has said that the opening of the Dumfries
House and its grounds will be a powerful agent in the regeneration of
nearby Cumnock, East Ayrshire and beyond. Just as importantly it is a
great place to while away a few hours viewing the Adam architecture,
the specially commissioned Chippendale furniture collection and enjoy

a picnic in this scenic rolling countryside. Tours are by appointment,
with information on how to arrange a visit on the Dumfries House
website.
From Dumfries House you can see the imposing Barony “A” Frame, the
last freestanding mining structure of its kind in Britain on the site of a
former colliery near Auchinleck.
Our six and four-year-old sons were amazed by the sheer size of the
massive “A” Frame and started firing questions at us like “what was it
like to work in a mine?”, “what was the coal used for?”. A visit to the
Barony is a great way to help even very young kids understand the
importance mining had to the area in the past.
Another day we visited Muirkirk where the boys learned more about
mining and other industrial innovations on the unique self guided audio
tour of the village. 21st century kids can’t even begin to imagine life
without good roads and streetlights. They learned on the tour that
Muirkirk is where both were invented. No wonder Time Team’s Tony
Robinson had such a great time when he visited.
One Saturday afternoon’s walk on the River Ayr Way near Mauchline
was rudely interrupted by rain. But a short dash into this historic
village had our oldest boy well amused by stories of his favourite poet,
Robert Burns. Burns may have been born in Alloway and buried in
Dumfries, but it was in Mauchline that he met, married and lived with
Jean Armour.
Their first marital home is now a gem of a museum with enough
interactive and traditional exhibits to keep kids and parents alike
amused.
Just along the road is Catrine Voes a scheduled ancient monument
and nature reserve where we searched for kingfishers, heron and
greater spotted woodpeckers. It is fascinating to think that such a
secluded habitat was originally designed to supply water for the once
thriving cotton mills in Catrine.
One walk that we keep going back to again and again is through
Failford Gorge to Stair, through shady woodlands and sandstone
gorges that are said to have inspired Burns. At the end of the gorge
and forest walk it is well worth a walk across the impressive Stair Brig
for a wander around the lovely Stair Parish Church close to the banks
of the River Ayr. We have gone back to the gorge walk and other
stretches of the River Ayr Way with the boys and dogs literally dozens
of times.
We count ourselves lucky to have this great trail, and the scores of
attractions nearby on our doorstep to be discovered and enjoyed with
our children for years to come.

road
taste
BY RON MacKENNA

EARLIER? Earlier it was Catrine House and
freshly made ice cream. Kids’ swings and
summer sunshine. You need to bear with us
here. As a road trip it has not been done with
any, ooh, logic. A snack here. A starter there.
A twist, a turn. A pint in Poosie Nancies.
Poosie Nancies? Robert Burns’ local when he
lived in Mauchline and not much has changed,
I’d bet, being all chatting punters, austere
décor and the inescapable feel that that this
isn’t far off how it was back in the day.
Then we rolled on into Cumnock to the Royal Hotel. Have you been
here? Up those stairs? Did you glance into the bar? The ladies sitting
chatting over cocktails. Did you move into the dining room, all hushed
colours and flowing furniture? And did you hear the rumour?
Whispered? They have a wee secret here. About very important
guests. Word is the great and good have passed through – even
stopped for the night.
But I can’t tell you who. Such is the degree of discretion round these
parts. These are locals who quickly consider you one of them.
Join them and discover this prawn cocktail. It’s so perfectly laid out on
the plate. And when you’ve one of those journeys, such attention to
detail can make you feel like a king.
Swinging by Lochside House Hotel on the way out, we wobble we
waver, will it be nuggets of smoked haddock in a creamy Cullen Skink
followed by fillets of venison overlooking the loch? Or will we press on
to the Sorn Inn? Decisions, decisions. Even as we talk about Sorn the

tastebuds fire with memories of crisp crab beignets, rillette of duck
with beetroot and lentil, short rib of beef with horseradish mash. Yum.
It’s a destination on its own is Sorn, we say, a road trip to the finer
reaches of Scotland’s culinary aspirations, we insist, and it’s also, um,
oops, er, now the other way.
Chat, chat, too much chat. Next time. Definitely next time, we agree,
as we turn the corner and find ourselves outside the Stair Inn. Course,
at this point in the journey the sensible thing to do is pile on down to
the River Ayr, wander through that gorge, listen to the rooks cawing in
the trees so high above. But we don’t. Hey, we’re hungry.
And who can get by that picture perfect eighteenth century exterior,
resist sliding into a comfy corner seat at the bar, turn down the option
of Stair’s own-smoked Ayrshire scallops in a bacon and wine sauce?
Not us.
So the trip ends here. Officially. Amidst a punchy dish of fresh
shellfish, a sprawling platter consisting of hot smoked trout and
salmon, cold smoked salmon and a delicious trout pate that has us
scooping great dollops of it out with hunks of fresh bread. What will
we do now? We’ll eat Brie and Parma ham fritters, consider the home
made steak pie, cast a mental eye over sausages made to the Inn’s
own recipe. And work out where we’re going next time.
Ron MacKenna is the restaurant critic of The Herald
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For details of the full range of what’s on and services available in East Ayrshire go to www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk

