
 

 

Commenting on the decision of the Inner House of the Court of Session to 
uphold the joint appeal by SEPA, the Lord Advocate, who appeared on 
behalf of the Scottish Government, and East Ayrshire and South 
Lanarkshire Councils, Fiona Lees, Chief Executive, East Ayrshire Council 
said: 
  

"We welcome the decision by the Inner House to uphold the appeal 
by ruling that the liquidators have no power to disclaim any part of 
the opencast coal mining sites formerly operated by Scottish Coal or, 
and more importantly, the power to abandon or otherwise disclaim 
the associated statutory licences and permits relevant to the 
operation of those sites.   
  
“Subject to any further appeal to the Supreme Court, which will 
obviously be a matter for the liquidators and the Attorney General, 
on behalf of the UK government, this decision will hopefully bring 
some much welcome clarity and certainty to the current situation and 
allow all relevant parties to now make greater progress in seeking to 
identify and deliver alternative solutions for these sites. The decision 
should certainly enable the Council to continue progressing our 
Steps to Recovery plan, which includes exploring alternative 
solutions to restoration of the sites. Finding a solution requires a 
joined-up approach involving many organisations and we are taking 
a lead role in bringing together all key stakeholders.  There are a 
number of actions in progress, including discussions with the 
landowners, meeting with current operators to identify how they can 
help and we are of course continuing to engage with the various 
bond providers to maximise the sums that can be recovered in order 
to deliver the best alternative restoration scheme that can be 
achieved for each site.   
   
"In all of this our first priority remains the need to safeguard the 
communities of East Ayrshire and we will continue to work with the 
various stakeholders to ensure the best possible outcome for those 
communities." 

 


