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Section 6 of Building Regulations set out the energy standards 
for non domestic buildings.  In support of forthcoming revision to 
the energy standards, iSBEM v5.2f is now published by the 
Building Research Establishment (BRE) on the NCM website - 
http://www.ncm.bre.co.uk/ This implements the new targets set 
out within the 2015 Non-domestic Handbook. This is the version 
which will be used in support of building warrant applications 
from 1st October 2015 and is made available to enable 

designers to investigate solutions to the new standards and to 
support development of third party FI-SBEM and DSM tools 
under the new standards. However, it cannot be used for EPC 
production at present.  

The companion 2015 NCM Modelling Guide for Scotland, which 
describes the application of the new target setting specification, 
is available at www.scotland.gov.uk/s6-2015  

Disastrous events at sports grounds 
such as Hillsborough, Sheffield, 
Valley Parade, Bradford and Ibrox 
Stadium, Glasgow led to the 
introduction of legislation to control 
the safety of sports grounds. The 
Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975 
brought about the designation of 
stadia with a capacity of 10,000 or 
more.  All designated stadia 
requires to have a valid safety 
certificate and in addition require to 
obtain a special safety certificate in 
order to hold other public events, such 
as concerts, at the stadium. Within 
East Ayrshire, this applies to Rugby 
Park, home of Kilmarnock Football 
Club. 

It is East Ayrshire Council Legal 
Service who are responsible for 
chairing the Safety Advisory Group 
Meeting and issuing of the safety 
certificate and special safety 
certificates, which are necessary when 
the stadium is used for events other 

than those of a sporting nature.  

Before issuing a Safety Certificate, 
Building Standards will liaise very 
closely with the club and other partner 
agencies involved in the Rugby Park 
Safety Certificate meetings and 
inspections. The Rugby Park Safety 
Certificate meetings comprise 
representatives from various services 
within East Ayrshire Council including 
Legal Services, Building Standards & 
Environmental Health. The Safety 

Advisory Group would also include 
various organizations out with the 
council, such as the Ayrshire Civil 
Contingences Team, Police 
Scotland, Scottish Fire & Rescue 
Service, St Andrew's Ambulance 
Association and Scottish 
Ambulance Service. 
 
Safety is an issue that is taken 
very seriously by all concerned 
and is far from being a paper 
exercise. Ultimately the 

responsibility for spectator safety lies 
with the football club, however the 
application, by the club, of the 
conditions attached to the safety 
certificate are monitored by the Safety 
Advisory Group. 
 
Guidance on the safety of spectators 
at sports grounds can be found in the 
‘Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds’, 
fifth edition, published by the 
Stationery Office. 

Safety of Sports Grounds 
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LABSS launch new website 
The LABSS AGM and Conference on the 
14th May 2015 saw the formal Launch of 
their new much improved website. The 
new website contains a wealth of 
resources for those involved in the 
building standards system in Scotland. 

LABSS is a not-for-profit 
membership organization which 
represents Scotland's 32 local authority 
building standards services, the appointed 
verifier for their own geographical area.  

With over 500 professional surveyors, 
inspectors and support staff working in 
local authorities LABSS members provide 
a locally delivered, independent, 
transparent, accountable and impartial 
service with common aims, and 

procedures. The aim is to protect the 
public interest by ensuring that all new 
buildings and those being altered, 
extended or converted comply with the 
building regulations and technical 
standards. 

LABSS members work in partnership with 
building owners, home owners, architects, 
plan drawers, engineers, developers, 
building contractors and other 
professionals to ensure buildings are 
designed and constructed to be safe, 
accessible, energy efficient and 
sustainable. 

LABSS members approve plans for 
building warrant and agree a site 
inspection process before the construction 

phase starts. We inspect work on site and 
seek to ensure that buildings meet 
reasonable standards to enable the 
acceptance of completion certificates. 

In addition provide the enforcement role 
for the industry in cases where 
construction fails to meet the building 
regulations and we ensure that dangerous 
or defective buildings are made safe by 
working in partnership with the emergency 
services. 

We are accountable to our customers 
through common goals and practices 
contained in our Key Performance 
Framework. 

http://www.labss.org/ 

http://www.ncm.bre.co.uk/
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Built-Environment/Building/Building-standards/techbooks/s62015
http://www.labss.org/about-us/performance-framework
http://www.labss.org/about-us/performance-framework
http://www.labss.org/


The Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive 2010/31/EU, as transposed by 
Scottish Government now restricts the 
production of EPCs to registered 
assessors, this will ensure that an 
independent control systems can be 
applied within the framework.  
 
All building warrant applications for new 
buildings submitted on or after 9th January 
2013 must be produced from data lodged 
to the Scottish EPC register. Therefore 
dependant on when an application was 
submitted there are two separate 
processes for submitting and verifying an 
EPC; 
 
1. Where the warrant was applied for on 
or after 9th January 2013, the EPC must 
be produced from data lodged to the 
register. This means that the EPC must 
be produced by a member of an 

Approved Organisation offering new 
build EPC assessments. Approved 
Organisations are listed on the BSD 
website at; http://www.gov.scot/Topics/
Built-Environment/Building/Building-
standards/enerperfor/epcorgprg 
 
The Verifier will have to check building 
address against warrant information and 
validity of EPC on the register using 
Report Reference Number (RRN) on the 
top right hand corner of the certificate. If 
the EPC is valid and the building details 
match the warrant information the verifier 
accepts the EPC. If the EPC does not 
have a valid RRN it is not valid in support 
of a building warrant applied for on or 
after 9th January 2013. The validity of an 
EPC can be checked by visiting https://
www.scottishepcregister.org.uk/ 
 

This process may also be used for 
building warrants applied for on or before 
9th January 2013. The format in which the 
EPC is displayed is different, an example 
of the new format can be found at; http://
www.scotland.gov.uk/
Resource/0041/00414384.pdf 
 
2. Where the warrant was applied for 
before 9 January 2013, the EPC may still 
be produced by any party, via approved 
SAP or SBEM/DSM software, and is 
subject to checking by the local authority 
as part of reasonable inquiry prior to 
acceptance of a completion certificate.  
 
Further information on these changes are 
detailed in Guidance Leaflet – Changes to 
the Process of Producing Energy 
Performance Certificates for New 
Buildings, at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Resource/0042/00427424.pdf 
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2015 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  

Building Warrants Received 66 59 83 58 95 89 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 15 working days 
99% 100% 96% 100% 100% 99% 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 20 working days 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

and assessed within an average of  3 days 3 days 5 days 3 days 5 days 3 days 

Building Warrants determined 84 63 89 62 77 82 

% of Building Warrants determined within 6 

days of receipt of all outstanding 

information 

96% 96% 97% 96% 97% 97% 

Received Completion Certificate 

submissions 
115 49 215 206 77 119 

which were inspected within an average of  3 days 3 days 1 day 3 days 1 day 1 day 

% of Completion Certificates determined 

within 3 days of final inspection 
99% 100% 92% 99% 94% 94% 

Inspected Property complaints relating to 

enforcement  
17 16 12 17 7 13 

Enforcement notices issued in relation to 

unauthorised works or dangerous buildings  
4 1 3 0 0 2 

Non-Domestic Building Warrant applica-

tions processed with both Access Panels  
5 8 4 2 2 8 

Monthly Performance Figures 
Monthly performance figures for Building Warrant applications received, processed and determined by the Building 

Standards Section over the last 6 months.  

Changes to Energy Performance Certificates (EPC’s) 
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