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The eye is one of the body’s complex organs and together with the brain helps us identify and see objects but all parts of the 
brain and eye need to be present and working for us to see normally.  The use of colour and tonal contrast is a well-known 
technique individual’s with a visual impairment use to identify hazards as 95% of people registered as blind or partially 
sighted have some degree of vision.  If you would like to learn more about this subject click on the link below. 

Please note that this issue is an electronic pdf version, however if you require a version in an alternative format please 
contact Susan Fulton, Disability Awareness Advisor, Building Standards; susan.fulton@east-ayrshire.gov.uk The newsletter 
can be found at http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/Resources/PDF/B/BSInclusiveDesignSightandContrastingColours.pdf 

In 2012 LABSS (Local Authority 
Building Standards Scotland) 
introduced a new Performance 
Framework to improve the quality, 
compliance, consistency and 
predictability of verification activities 
carried out by Scottish local 
authorities. As part of this, a 
Construction Compliance Notification 
Plan (CCNP) is issued with each 
building warrant approval, to 
encourage better compliance of the 
built product. 

LABSS produced a handbook, 
'Verification During Construction‘, with 
the support of the Scottish 
Government’s Building Standards 
Division, to promote quality and 
consistency of compliance 
assessment. Verifiers carry out site 
inspections at appropriate times as 
determined by a risk based approach 
to assessment. 

The CCNP is intended to ensure that 

site inspections are carried out at the 
most appropriate time, at a frequency 
commensurate with the complexities of 
the project, to provide a consistent 
quality of compliance assessment. It 
identifies the stages of construction 
that the verifier needs to inspect to 
check compliance, and clarifies when 
the applicant or developer should 
notify the verifier, to allow enough time 
to respond. It also explains the reason 
for each inspection, and details where 
any alternative to a site visit, such as 
photographs, may be appropriate.  

The CCNP should be passed to the 
builder, or the person responsible for 
overseeing the building work, so that 
the building standards surveyor may 
be informed at each of the key 
construction stages indicated on the 
plan. Your surveyor will be able to give 
you any further guidance or assistance 
you need at any stage throughout the 
project. 

Building standards surveyors cannot 
and are not required to supervise or 
monitor every activity on a building 
project, nor can they be present at all 
times. The supervision of building work 
is the responsibility of the building 
owner or developer, who should 
appoint a building professional to 
supervise the work to ensure the 
standard of workmanship is 
satisfactory and meets the building 
regulations.  

The Relevant Person (normally the 
owner or developer) is responsible for 
compliance with the building 
regulations, and has to submit a 
Completion Certificate to the Verifier 
when the works are complete, 
certifying that all work is in accordance 
with the approved plans, details and 
building regulations. Failure to notify 
the verifier at the key construction 
stages indicated may delay the 
acceptance of the completion 
certificate.  

Construction Compliance Notification Plan Update 

Contrasting Colours and Light Reflectance Values  

CE Marking of fabricated structural steelwork  
From 1st July 2014, the harmonised standard, BS EN 1090 
Execution of steel structures & aluminium structures, made it an 
offence to supply fabricated structural steelwork or aluminium to 
site that does not conform to the standard & carry the CE mark. 
Clients and contractors are only permitted to use firms that are 
CE marked with a specific Execution Class appropriate for the 
project, as defined in BS EN 1090-1. 
 
The construction industry is facing one of the most significant 
changes for a decade as CE Marking of construction products 
becomes mandatory in all Member States throughout the 
European Union and the European Economic Area. CE Marking 
for all construction products, covered by a harmonised 
European standard or conforming to a European Technical 
Assessment, became mandatory from 1st July 2013, and a year 
later for fabricated structural steelwork. 
 
This represents a major development for engineers, contractors 
and steelwork specialists and it demands careful attention to the 

new obligations imposed. The steel construction sector has 
been working behind the scenes towards achieving CE Marking. 
The process is straightforward and the steel sector is already 
making progress, so there should be no disruption to the regular 
supply of fabricated structural steelwork from accredited 
sources. For example, a number of Tata Steel’s products are 
already CE Marked, with many other suppliers of steel products 
already CE Marking well before the 1st July 2013 deadline. 

From 1st July 2014 all fabricated structural steelwork delivered to 
site has to be CE Marked. To comply with the new mandatory 
regulations only steelwork contractors with an Execution Class 
equal to that required for a project should be considered.  

All products must bear a type, batch or serial number and the 
name and address or trademark of the manufacturer. This can 
be on the packaging or accompanying documentation. Further 
information can be found at: http://www.steelconstruction.org/
resources/technical/technical-ce-marking.html 
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In 2007 the Scottish Government 
commissioned the development of an 
ePlanning system which allowed the 
submission of online planning 
applications and appeals to any planning 
authority in Scotland. The Scottish 
Government intends to provide similar 
functionality for eBuilding Standards 
(eBS).   
 
The expected rollout date for the launch 
of the eBS system is June 2016 and the 
system should allow submission of the 
following forms and associated 
documentation in support of the 
proposals:  
 

 Application for building warrant 

 Application for amendment of 

building warrant 

 Application to extend period of 

validity of building warrant 

 Application to extend period of use 

of limited life building 

 Application for temporary 

occupation or use of a building  

 Application for discharge or 

variation of a continuing 
requirement 

 Notice regarding start of work 

 Notice of work stage completion 

 Notice of intention to use an 

Approved Certifier of Construction 

 Completion Certificate – 

submission 

 Completion Certificate – where no 

building warrant was obtained 
 
A procurement exercise is currently 
underway to appoint a suitably qualified 
and experienced contractor to develop, 
implement and then support and maintain 
a set of data connectors.  These data 
connectors will perform the automatic 

transfer of information from the Scottish 
Government’s central portal into the 
relevant local authority’s back office 
systems.  This will provide an efficient 
end to end eBS process.  
 
A considerable amount of early eBS 
development work has already been 
undertaken by the Scottish Government 
with the assistance of some local 
authority building standards services. This 
work will allow the applicant/agent to 
complete the relevant forms in an efficient 
way and assist in the identification of the 
relevant data fields that will automatically 
populate the back office systems.   
 
The implementation of the eBuilding 
Standards system will help deliver a 
system that will provide significant 
benefits to all building standards services 
and their customers.  
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2014 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec  

Building Warrants Received 101 103 88 72 66 83 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 15 working days 
97% 100% 100% 99% 98% 100% 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 20 working days 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

and assessed within an average of  5 days 5 days 4 days 6 days 4 days 3 days 

Building Warrants determined 104 75 104 91 76 67 

% of Building Warrants determined within 6 

days of receipt of all outstanding 

information 

96% 96% 96% 92% 98% 98% 

Received Completion Certificate 

submissions 
121 143 104 110 160 130 

which were inspected within an average of  2 days 1 day 1 day 2 days 1 day 2 days 

% of Completion Certificates determined 

within 3 days of final inspection 
92% 96% 98% 95% 99% 97% 

Inspected Property complaints relating to 

enforcement  
16 13 14 14 14 10 

Enforcement notices issued in relation to 

unauthorised works or dangerous buildings  
1 0 1 1 2 0 

Non-Domestic Building Warrant applica-

tions processed with both Access Panels  
11 3 6 9 5 8 

Monthly Performance Figures 
Monthly performance figures for Building Warrant applications received, processed and determined by the Building 

Standards Section over the last 6 months.  

eBuilding Standards (eBS)  


