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Everyone needs to use a toilet in one way or another but for some 
people the access, dimensions and the layout are vitally important 
and can determine whether or not they can use the facility.  This 
issue of the Inclusive Design Corner Newsletter focuses on 
accessible toilets and in particular some of the issues people may 
face including design tips, peninsular toilet layouts and Changing 
Places Toilets.  Please note that this issue is an electronic pdf 
version, however if you require a version in an alternative format 
please contact Susan Fulton, Disability Awareness Advisor, 
Building Standards; susan.fulton@east-ayrshire.gov.uk 

The newsletter can be found here  

New buildings in Scotland are to 
be more energy efficient when 
changes to the building 
standards come into effect in 
2015.  

Minister for Planning, Mr Derek 
Mackay announced that the 
Scottish Government will 
introduce revised standards, 
broadly as consulted upon, to 
deliver a 21% reduction in 
emissions from new homes and 
a 43% reduction in emissions 
from new non-domestic buildings 
but that these will be deferred 
until October 2015 to enable 
industry and government to use 
that additional time in support of 
successful delivery of the new 
standards. 

These measures will also affect 
new non-domestic buildings such 
as shops and offices where the 
improvement will be greater with 
an average reduction in 
emissions of around 43%. 

The Scottish Government 
consulted on proposed changes 
at the start of 2013 and 
considered advice from the 
reconvened Sullivan Report 
expert panel. Mr Mackay said: 

"These new measures will help 
Scotland become greener, a vital 
step in our drive to a low carbon 
economy. 

“Today’s announcement is made 
well in advance of improvements 
coming into effect, to give plenty 

of time to prepare for the 
changes. 

“I’m now giving industry the 
certainty they asked for and 
importantly, an extra transitional 
two years preparatory period, a 
total of five years without change. 

“This also provides a valuable 
period in which industry and 
government can work together to 
successfully deliver the improved 
standards.” 

Lynne Sullivan, chair of the 
Sullivan Panel said:   

“The Scottish Government has 
managed to provide the 
appropriate balance to taking 
forward climate change 

objectives and supporting the 
construction industry through 
challenging times.”  

Philip Hogg, Chief Executive of 
Homes for Scotland said: 

“With the Scottish home building 
industry still striving to overcome 
the severe impact of the 
economic downturn, our 
members will welcome the 
additional time that has been 
given before the change in 
energy standards. 

"This will provide some much 
needed assistance to 
engendering a sustainable 
recovery.”  

Low Carbon Strategy for Scotland - 2013 Update 

First National Survey 
Pye Tait Consulting has been appointed to undertake the first 
national customer satisfaction survey on behalf of the Scottish 
Government Building Standards Division. It is intended that the 
final report will present the findings at national and individual local 
authority level, to inform Key Performance Outcome 5 of the 
national performance framework. 

Customers of the building standards service who agree may be 
contacted during April 2014 by email with details and a relevant 
survey link. The survey will be undertaken annually thereafter. 

LABSS (Local Authority Building Standards 
Scotland) and LABC (Local Authority 
Building Control in Wales and England) 
have made a formal agreement to join 
together on key activities. 

LABSS and LABC will align and jointly 
deliver some services, to develop 
customer support, improve efficiency and 
consistency. To this end both 
organisations will create working groups to 
develop research, policies, technical 
guidance and improve customer 
relationship management. This 
cooperation will commence with specific 
schemes and actions and be allowed to 
develop as additional activities or value 
added services are found to be relevant. 
Future developments will seek to include 
collaboration and sharing of resources 
between local authorities and improve 
technical functions by supporting “smarter 
working” to drive up local authority 
efficiency. 

Welcoming the new agreement, LABC’s 
Chief Executive Paul Everall said: “We 
have an enormous amount in common, not 
just technical matters, but also through 
providing excellent services to our 
communities and to the construction 
industry. By working together we will have 
a larger research base and be able to 
share the development of new approaches 
to our work and to improving performance.” 

Muir Somerville, Chair of LABBS, added  
“It is a fact that we share customers and 
that major developers and house builders 
work across our national borders. This 
agreement to share information and to 
work together will give customers and 
industry a more efficient and streamlined 
service. Whilst the legislative and 
administrative mechanisms of our systems 

are different, the underlying technical 
standards and design requirements are 
similar. By pooling our resources and 
working together we can deliver better 
value. In the final analysis we are all 
committed to building safe, 
environmentally sound and high 
performing buildings.” 

A number of specific initiatives are being 
worked on. The alignment of LABSS’s 
Scottish Type Approval Scheme and 
LABC’s Registered Details schemes is a 
top priority so that building designers, 
specifiers and manufacturers can get more 
pre-approval of solutions and designs. 
Other tasks include adding further 
customer services, extending product 
assessment and having accessible and 
centrally held cross border registrations 
and partnerships. Joint research on 
technical matters, compliance outcomes 
and customer opinion will also be shared. 
For more information please visit LABSS 
website: www.labss.org. 

Formal Links between National Organisations 

http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/BusinessAndTrade/PlanningAndBuildingStandards/BuildingControl-BuildingRegulations/Buildingstandardsguidance.aspx
mailto:susan.fulton@east-ayrshire.gov.uk
http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/Resources/PDF/B/BSInclusive-Design-Accessible-Toilets.pdf
http://www.labss.org


Under the amendments made on the 1st 
October 2013, Fire Safety Design 
Summaries (FSDS) must now be provided 
with completion certificates relating to the 
construction of, or conversion to, new non–
domestic buildings, including extensions to 
existing buildings.   

Once a non-domestic building is complete 
and occupied it can be difficult to establish 
fully what fire safety measures have been 
incorporated in the building or what 
assumptions have been made by designers 
in respect of the fire strategy of the building. 
The information could be described as 
‘hidden information’ that cannot easily be 
established by an examination of the 
completed premises. 

Therefore, the intention of this new 
procedural requirement is to provide the 
FSDS and make it available to the owner or 
occupier, duty holders, fire risk assessors 
and enforcing authorities. The information 
will help identify and document what fire 

safety measures have been incorporated 
into the building and what fire safety design 
assumptions have been made. This will also 
be of benefit to those responsible for 
operating and maintaining the building for 
fire safety purposes when the building is 
occupied. 

To help with the recovery of the information, 
the FSDS requires to be held on Part II of 
each local authority Building Standards 
Register. A copy should also be retained by 
the owner as the FSDS is an important legal 
document. The information is particularly 
valuable where the design of the building 
does not follow the guidance in Section 2: 
Fire of the non-domestic Technical 
Handbook.  

The level of detail required will vary with the 
building complexity. In some cases the 
normal design drawings will provide 
sufficient information whereas in more 
complex buildings, bespoke FSDS drawings 
should be provided. Marked up drawings 

with key fire safety information will allow 
interested parties to quickly establish the fire 
safety measures incorporated in a building. 
Typically, the type of information recorded 
on the plans might include the number of 
exits, travel distances, occupancy 
capacities, compartmentation, separation, 
escape route enclosures, cavity barriers, 
self-closing fire doors, fire dampers to 
ventilation ducts, fire shutters, automatic fire 
alarm and detection systems, smoke heat 
exhaust ventilation systems, emergency 
lighting and automatic fire suppression 
systems. 

Although a FSDS is not required for 
alterations, where there are variations from 
the original fire safety information, it would 
be best practice for an updated FSDS to be 
submitted at the fit out completion. This 
updated FSDS for the building could then be 
entered in Part II of the Building Standards 
Register. 

Fire Safety Design Summary  
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2013 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Building Warrants Received 83 87 72 83 79 42 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 15 working days 
99% 99% 99% 100% 100% 98% 

% of Building Warrant applications 

processed within 20 working days 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

and assessed within an average of  4 days 4 days 4 days 4 days 5 days 4 days 

Building Warrants determined 73 89 64 105 57 52 

% of Building Warrants determined within 6 

days of receipt of all outstanding 

information 

93% 94% 100% 82% 98% 93% 

Received Completion Certificate 

submissions 
64 81 74 93 99 67 

which were inspected within an average of  2 days 1 day 2 days 1 day 1 day 2 days 

% of Completion Certificates determined 

within 3 days of final inspection 
95% 93% 100% 85% 88% 90% 

Inspected Property complaints relating to 

enforcement  
16 11 11 20 13 17 

Enforcement notices issued in relation to 

unauthorised works or dangerous buildings  
1 5 2 0 1 3 

Non-Domestic Building Warrant applica-

tions processed with both Access Panels  
11 6 3 7 9 2 

Monthly Performance Figures 
Monthly performance figures for Building Warrant applications received, processed and determined by the Building 

Standards Section over the last 6 months.  


